
Kenmore East IB Admission Policy

Kenmore East strives to keep the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program accessible for all students, but at the same time to ensure that all prospective candidates are prepared for the challenges of the IB. The philosophy here is that benefits of IB should not be limited to students who have been in ‘honors’ classes since middle school, but to students who have decided they are up for an academic challenge and are ready to tackle the program in senior high school.

· Admission to Kenmore East is open to all those meeting the residency -- requirements of the district. Admission decisions to our high school will be made by the Administration Building and are subject to residency and ‘open-enrollment’ policies (in the case of a student living in the Kenmore West area who wishes to got to Kenmore East, or vice-versa – note: both schools are IB World Schools, but do not offer exactly the same courses).

· All students who are enrolled at Kenmore East or West in their freshman year will be covered by this policy. Students transferring to Kenmore East – according to district policies—may also be part of the IB program, but need to refer to the ‘Transfer’ section of this policy.

· Until recently, IB at Kenmore East was only available for students pursuing the diploma. Our only course candidates were those who dropped a class in their senior year, everyone started their junior year as a diploma candidate. Over our five years as a World School, we have decided that this policy was not as inclusive as it should be and was keeping some students from trying any parts of the program. Beginning with the class of 2019, students may begin their junior year as course candidates (only a few students pursued this option, and the great majority of IB students at Kenmore Easts are full-diploma candidates.

· Because we feel that TOK is the heart of the IB program and that TOK really needs to be applied in course work to be truly understood, any course candidate taking more than one IB course needs to also take TOK, and TOK will only be available to students taking at least two other IB courses.
· Incoming 8th graders will be made aware of the ‘Path to an IB Diploma’ through their counselors, through Open House and other parent/student meetings, and through a document available on the Kenmore East website. This document will help students plan their schedules in grades 9 and 10 as some IB courses have suggested prerequisites.

· All potential candidates are required to take English 10 H in grade 10. This course will focus on students’ reading and writing skills to ensure they are prepared to meet the reading and writing demands of their IB courses and assessments. Research, proper citation, and the academic honesty policy will also be key pieces of this course.
· All sophomores wanting to take English 10 Honors course may take it. Those coming from a 9 Honors English course will need their English teacher’s recommendation. Those coming from a 9 Regents class will need their English teacher’s recommendation and an admission interview with the DP coordinator. Students are expected to have a strong work ethic and to be able to explain how they have demonstrated elements of the learner profile.
· Students entering the IB Diploma Program must pass all their grade 10 courses. Any course failed during the academic year must be re-taken and passed during the summer before grade 11. In such cases, regardless of the summer school grade, students will be admitted to the IB diploma program with probationary status. 
· Students with an average below 75 in grade 10, even if they are passing, also may be admitted on probation. 

· Students admitted to the IB Diploma Program on probation will be reviewed at the end of the first two quarters of grade 11, and may be dismissed from the program if they do not show adequate progress or achievement. 
· Should a student leave the IB program under such circumstances, his or her schedule will be adjusted for the second semester of grade 11.

· All students transferring to Kenmore East in their junior year and interested in entering the IB Diploma Program should consult the ‘transfers’ section of this document.
· Students who enter the IB Diploma Program are encouraged to register as full diploma candidates, taking six IB courses plus Theory of Knowledge and physical education. They are also responsible for CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) and the IB Extended Essay. Students may also take one non-IB elective or up to two music ensembles during the IB years. Students may have a limited choice of electives based on scheduling issues.
· If a student wants to be part of the IB Diploma Program, but for whatever reason is not up to the full diploma requirements, they may elect to be a course candidate by registering for one or more IB courses. If a course candidate is taking more than one IB course, they will need to take TOK. Students also need to understand that due to the double-period every-other-day schedule for IB courses, not every combination of IB and non-IB classes will work, but every effort will be made to give the student the schedule she wants.
· The Kenmore-Tonawanda UFSD will pay the IB registration fee of approximately $180 for each full diploma candidate, and the fees for up to three examsStudents and their families will pay the remainder of the IB exam fees (approximately $360) by October 15th of grade 12. No course candidate will pay more than a full-diploma candidate, regardless of the combination of registration and exam fees.Parents are urged to plan carefully for this deadline. Exam fees will be waived for students qualifying for free or reduced lunch.

· Students wishing to withdraw from the full IB Diploma Program at the end of grade 11 will be counseled as to the best exit path. If desired, some IB courses may be retained in the student’s schedule in grade 12, pending space availability and scheduling. In such cases, students will be responsible for the IB exam fees for the retained courses and the IB registration fee. The District will pay the registration fee for full diploma students only, unless the total would be more than what a full-diploma candidate would pay – that will be the maximum fee for any student.
 Transfer Policy

From an IB World School

Students transferring from other IB World Schools will be handled according to the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program Assessment Procedures (section B.10). If the transfer takes place after the first registration deadline (November 15 of graduation year), the student/family will be responsible for any fees beyond those of a candidate registered before the deadline.
A student in good standing transferring from a World School at the beginning of the junior year will be handled as a Kenmore East student and not subject to any other requirements for admission.

For a diploma candidate transferring during the junior year or senior year, every effort will be made to create an applicable schedule with the courses that Kenmore East offers. If we do not offer the one or more of the courses the candidate needs, the candidate will have the option to drop the course and become a course candidate, or to finish the course (if available) through Pamoja, or other IB approved online provider, at the candidate’s expense. Kenmore East will provide a teacher to act as supervisor, exam invigilator, and contact person.
From non-IB Schools

Students transferring from non-IB schools in 11th grade and who desire placement in the Kenmore East IB Diploma Program must:

· Submit a list of current 10th grade courses, indicating levels (Regents, honors, AP, etc.). It is expected that these grades are 85% or higher.
· Interview with the Diploma Program Coordinator

NOTE:  Students may be admitted to the IB Diploma Program with “probationary” status, to be reviewed at the end of first and second quarter of grade 11.
Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed and revised as needed every three years according to the KE IB Policy review schedule. The IB Faculty will make suggestions for changes, and the final approval of those changes will be made by consensus of the Kenmore East Leadership Team, the DP Coordinator, and the Principal
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